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2019|1054 92.8 | 904 | 1565 | 56 | 99 | 83 | 1.6 80 |772|749|676| 64 0.8 24 12.6
2020 [112.7]98.6 | 96.1 | 195 | 88 | 106 | 88 | 1.9 92 791|766 |683| 7.3 1.0 2.5 14.1
2021 129.9]115.0112.4] 295 | 179 | 116 | 94 | 21 104 | 855|829 |736| 83 1.0 2.6 14.9
2022 |145.2|130.6128.0| 36.0 | 23.7 | 123 | 10.0 | 23 | 118 | 946 | 919|816 | 94 0.9 2.7 14.6
2023 |140.0]122.9]120.1| 23.3 | 98 | 135|108 | 2.7 | 135 | 99.6 | 96.8 | 849 | 108 | 1.0 2.8 17.0
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2001 | 1000 | 163 | 55 | 105 | 105 837 | 788 | 761 27 | 48
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2017 | 1000 | 176 | 69 | 107 | 93 | 14 | 71 | 824 | 798 | 33 | 57 | 09 | 26
2018 | 1000 | 168 | 61 | 107 | 91 | 16 | 79 | 832 | 806 | 734 | 63 | 09 | 26
2019 | 1000 | 167 | 60 | 107 | 90 | 17 | 87 | 833 | 807 | 729 | 69 | 09 | 26
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2022 | 1000 | 276 | 181 | 94 | 77 | 18 | 90 | 724 | 704 | 624 | 72 | 07 | 20
2023 | 1000 | 190 | 80 | 110 | 88 | 22 | 110 | 810 | 787 | 691 | 88 | 08 | 23
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The Scale and Composition of Social
Expenditure on Health: In Relation to Publicly
Financed Health Coverage

Kim, Heenyun

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

Jeong, Hyoungsun

(Korean Institute for Health and Welbeing)

In 2023, Korea’s social welfare spending on health totaled an estimated KRW 120.1-
140.0 trillion, equivalent to 5.0-5.8 percent of GDP, below the OECD average of 6.5-7.5
percent. This is partly because Korea’s national health expenditure as a share of GDP is
lower than the OECD average (8.5 percent vs. 9.3 percent), but mainly because public
financing accounts for a much smaller portion (60 percent vs. 73 percent) of total
spending. Publicly financed health spending grew at an average annual rate of 9.3
percent between 2001 and 2023, rising from KRW 16.3 trillion to KRW 113.1 trillion.
Breaking this down, the National Health Insurance expanded by 9.0 percent per year,
Medical Aid by 8.4 percent, and Long-Term Care Insurance for the Elderly—introduced
in 2008—by over 15 percent, reflecting Korea’'s rapidly aging population. While rapid
growth in national health expenditure increases the burden on households and the
government and thus requires control, investing public resources remains essential to
expand health coverage and promote social welfare. The scale of health-related social
expenditure is by nature determined by these two imperatives in tension with one

another.
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