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“Zu mehr Selbstbestimmung in der Betreuung.”
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“Mehr Selbstbestimmung und Mitsprache.
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Abstract

Exploring improvement measures for the adult

guardianship system
: Focusing on decision—-making support for older adults
with dementia and cognitive decline

Project Head: Lee, Sunhee

The primary aim of this study is to propose improvement
measures for the current public guardianship system for in-
dividuals with dementia, focusing on enhancing their pro-
tection and self-determination. The Public Guardianship
Program for Dementia, introduced in July 2018 following the
amendment of the Dementia Management Act, marked a sig-
nificant institutional step beyond mere caregiving, enabling
comprehensive decision-making support for the older adults
with dementia. However, clear limitations in the system persist
and require resolution.

Based on an analysis of domestic and international case stud-
ies, as well as qualitative research conducted with users and
providers of the public guardianship program, the following
recommendations are proposed:

First, the concept of decision-making support for individuals
with dementia must be redefined, and a systematic approach to

its implementation is necessary. Second, it is crucial to en-

Co-Researchers: Kim, Hyesoo*Kang, Eunna-Kim, Sejin-Lee, Yeonji
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hance the expertise of guardians and improve the educational
framework. In addition to legal knowledge, training should fo-
cus on communication skills and practical competencies, while
also fostering a network for guardians to share experiences and
best practices. Third, guidelines clarifying the roles and re-
sponsibilities of guardians should be established based on the
accumulation of diverse guardianship cases. Fourth, the role of
supervisory guardians requires clearer definition. Fifth, guard-
ianship termination timelines and reapplication processes need
to be reviewed from a long-term perspective. Sixth, the guard-
ianship service delivery system must be improved, with a re-
definition of the role of Dementia Relief Centers. Seventh, ef-
forts must be made to improve societal awareness of
guardianship. Finally, preventive measures, such as activating
voluntary guardianship and providing more information,
should be considered. Long-term strategies, including the
preparation of advance guardianship directives, should also be

explored.

Key words: Public Guardianship for Dementia, Older adults with Dementia,
Decision—Making Support
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