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Effects of Climate Change on Mental Health
and Policy Implications

Baek, Juha
Kim, Hyeyun

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

The impact of climate change is pervasive worldwide, with losses from it continually
growing in magnitude and gravity. Climate change, known to affect health, has recently
gained attention for its impact on mental health. Korea has started addressing the
mental health impacts of climate change through adaptation strategies. However, laws
and policies concerning public health remain limited in addressing mental health
concerns related to climate change. Drawing on previous research, this study examines
both direct and indirect impacts of climate change on general and vulnerable

populations, and discusses potential policy measures for government response.
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