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Abstract

Analysis of North Korea's Housing and Daily Life
Indicators for Reducing the Social Gap between
North and South Korea

Project Head: Cho, Sung—Eun

This study is conducted to collect empirical data on the
housing and daily lives of North Korean residents in order to
promote inter-Korean exchanges and cooperation aimed at
mitigating social disparities on the Korean Peninsula. It is the
fourth year of a mid-term research project that attempts to es-
tablish and refine a standard living model in North Korea.
Concurrently, the study analyzes the case of China, a example
of a system transition country in Asia.

The research results show that since Kim Jong Un came to
power, North Korea has been promoting improvements in the
living standards of its people. However, the country faces limi-
tations in mobilizing material resources due to international
sanctions and voluntary border closures following COVID-19.
UN'’s sanctions, North Korea's trade volume has decreased, and
disparities in housing conditions, transportation use, and lei-
sure activities between regions and social classes are becoming
evident. Meanwhile, the increase in mobile tele-

communications use in North Korea indicates the potential for

Co-Researchers: Kang, Mijin-Lee, Sheol-seon-Lee, Chul-Jeong, Eun Mee - Ha,
Seung-Hee - Yoon, Jongseok - Kim, Boreum- Lim, Jiyoung



internal social change.

The status of housing use among North Korean residents
shows that since Kim Jong Un’s accession to power, the North
Korean authorities have vigorously promoted and publicized
housing construction under the main goal of 'improving the
people's living standards'. At the same time, it is known that
voluntary renovations and remodeling of homes have also in-
creased with the improvement of living standards among North
Korean residents. While there is national-level housing provi-
sion, the number of homes being traded between individuals is
also increasing, resulting in regional and class-based variations
in housing usage. Higher-income classes prefer new homes,
but outside of areas like Pyongyang or model housing projects
like those in Samjiyon, new homes are scarce, leading to sig-
nificant differences in housing quality between regions and so-
cial classes. Therefore, the middle classes are primarily focus-
ing on modernizing their living spaces through renovations and
remodeling. Although the sale of homes through the market
has become normalized, the volume and prices in the market
have been somewhat stagnant due to recent government en-
couragement of housing construction and free provision.

Korean society transitions from a state supply system to one
driven by market demand and supply, a culture of service in the
distribution sector has begun to establish itself, and the desire

for transportation convenience in daily life has increased.



Abstract 3

Capital-holding ‘don-ju’ have started investing in service areas
that the state has yet to fully address, generating market de-
mand for distribution and transportation centered around
comprehensive markets. The overall decline in North Korea's
resource mobilization capabilities has led to the deterioration
of the critical railway transport network, prompting residents
to increase their use of trucks and buses, which only require a
small amount of fuel to operate, over rail transportation.
Institutions and enterprises have started using their cargo ve-
hicles to find ways to survive, putting significant effort into
‘service cars, which can reliably generate revenue.
Consequently, the use of land transportation has significantly
increased in North Korean transport, with an increase in gas
stations and parking lots. Meanwhile, among the general pop-
ulation, bicycles, a key means of short-distance travel, are see-
ing changes in usage, with an increase in electric bicycles in
the Pyongyang area.

The most notable aspect of telecommunications usage
among North Korean residents is the rapid increase in mobile
phone usage. Previously centered among the elite, mobile
phone usage expanded to the middle class after 2008 as the
demographic able to own mobile phones widened. Moreover,
as marketization progressed in North Korea, income levels and
purchasing power among the population grew. Mobile phones

have become essential in the commercial activities of business-



people, enhancing their competitiveness by providing access to
more information and enabling them to secure more custom-
ers, ultimately contributing significantly to their income
improvement. A form of financial transfer service using mobile
fees, known as 'telephone money,' is very convenient and ben-
eficial in North Korea, where there is high distrust in public fi-
nancial services. This service can substitute for small cash
transactions, especially when urgently sending or receiving
money from someone at a distance, functioning much like mo-
bile banking.

The increase in mobile phone usage has expanded inter-
actions not only between individuals but also across regions
and nations, as well as between people and the digital realm,
significantly enhancing communication both quantitatively and
through diverse forms of interaction. Particularly, the rise in
horizontal communication has facilitated the creation of alter-
native public spheres and grassroots public opinion, potentially
serving as a catalyst for future changes in North Korean
society. This potential is a major reason for the high expect-
ations placed on the increased use of mobile phones.

In North Korea, which upholds and maintains a socialist sys-
tem, material culture and life fundamentally divide into dis-
tribution by labor under socialist principles and distribution
through social benefits. The distribution by labor is essentially

a unique form of consumer goods distribution, while dis-



Abstract 5

tribution through social benefits includes free education, free
medical treatment, state-funded kindergartens and daycares,
paid vacations, and social security benefits provided by the
state. Additionally, the state guarantees benefits such as san-
atoriums and health resorts for the health of workers, office
staff, agricultural laborers on farms, and educators from all
walks of life. Since the 2010s, the leisure activities of North
Korean residents have varied according to economic
conditions. These include groups that travel or visit local tou-
rist attractions according to their means, those who frequent
various local cinemas to watch the latest movies or watch them
at home, and groups who engage in income-generating activ-
ities as an excuse to go out and heal visually with like-minded
people. Meanwhile, looking at the case of China, mitigating in-
ternal inequalities will be an important task alongside future

reform and opening initiatives.

Key words : North Korea, North Korea's housing, North Korean's daily life,
Inter—Korean exchange and cooperation, Korea Reunification
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BFA 82.6 90.6
AR I AAE SFY) 20% 11.7 36.4
(Wealth A4t F9 40% 323 66.1
Index) AL AF9] 40% 773 912

A&: Central Bureau of Statistics of the DPR Korea and UNICEF. (2018). DPR Korea
Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey 2017, Survey Findings Report, p.31.
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40~49A 50.6 81.9 63.5
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i) 15~194] 24.5 79.0 50.2
- 20~294] 54.1 92.9 73.3
30~394 63.8 90.7 74.1
40~49A 60.4 87.7 70.5

A} Central Bureau of Statistics of the DPR Korea and UNICF. (2018), DPR Korea Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey 2017, Survey Findings Report, p.329] Table SR 9.3W.
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2} o] 52 7|E9] 7HEF oA EEjE o] 22 SHE ASS A

¢

4. Y| HEY S 2000L~3K)

20004 ol A A U] 714 oAl Wate} o] o] 2ol

L Z BBl w0 BA 9RO, A3l 59 ASe FErt
S45|7, 2aFo] BEA PSR SA0 k59l Fust Sefslel A
& B3P JIsiEoon, ASAE A0 BRAe Wt Ao

FAAIES 15%(20019)01A4 23%(2005)2 w27 Aokal A=
o],49) 1 %12 thZ3} At

A A2 1g3RIH, (F 6-3)0A4] Holxo] sHLAIY FA
A} 4= ¥1E-2 70.58%(1990)014] 56.95%(2005)= sHEtst ¥, 7|&
A AFRA] QMBI A, Ak 9 242 FARE &= H|F2 SR

tho g 7Rl 9 7t A5o] Hi2 A F7sHl e, th=A7| A =
F71h0l SAok= 7R 2 712 AR =do] Hf ol S7el L,
20069 =37199 FAAE 9 AFALE /NFotdA] 19| #ejSo]
1o 9] A-Fa} A 55 WA Eo] =29do] TV H&o] FAHAIS
9] =Jo] HrEA] Z7}51aL 1=t, 2007 o] AAH o] FAHAS
o] £25,FE FAF Ao W2, 2000¥ 0] B3] &£50] FUs FAF

AT Hl&0] 91.9% R 1L, 1% 60% oldo] 28 H& S5kt

44) AF R3] Teide (28 6-1] F=E
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(B 6-3) /il Ol &= AYTEY H3h F4(1990~2005H)

(91 %)
25 19904 20001 2005t
=718 324 B4 0.62 0.50 0.50
714 ARl AR 1.13 1.18 -
3% 719 A9 - 1.01 1.02
AZ71&A 5.31 5.62 7.60
APEZ] SARRE 1.74 3.05 3.68
AAAE 2 AR 5.41 9.02 12.17
SHFAY AR 70.58 63.81 56.95
AL 9 15.16 15.75 17.85
BR7 oEe & 0.05 0.06 0.23
A 100.0 100 100.0

Abg: B (2010), HAPE SRR, p.403.

oh& ] FEAMA AT AHEAAO] W o bl AR G317} S
Aot F2 AEAFL 2001F WTOO] 7113t o] % w2 A 3514
o old] wt FAAEL FALAY] AHE YA Holct E3E 2
SAAAE w2 kT 9], 2001\ 5 E RN, F4), A
H] 5 wid 20% ol BhE == s 3

nprgto g w8t o] Z7h ot} 20029 E 1S5S H Xgt
E°] 15%E dolAAl A 5uS thFst DA Eoi4lL, 200749
Toli= 11 HlEo] 23%(3H8 4= 2,7009 ) dolxlth

Lt AtE| 3-519l ASS 2 FA4%% AS 2819 Y53t

AFS] F-5H9 ATl HEVE Sase BeS 2olal jlet, ole F
= QA AT ARV ZA] 2ol & = Ak 20004
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ol Z FASNet EAS] Wt FE k5ol EA Y HlEYd Fslow

ol5stgom, 1 A 2000~200600 A 12} AFG Q] H|FT FARAL 4
7F B stEksto] Ao AA|sh= HIS 242 4.8%2 7.4%F AHA
sttt

(08 6-2] 20008 0|F S=9 M7E H FUTLZO| FA BHat |

1000

AN 21E)

i3 AFOI (AL AFH 7| )

~
5]
5

0.0 . .

T IRESE AR, ARSE O HR(nE HER.
AR B BEFHEHE. BT (2011), PEFEHERITEY RS EYE A
A7F =® AT
20004 ©]F W A 8 2| SH 0 o8 A8 7t A% B
o4 AolslA AAstHOR], AR SRolA g5 wkE At
go] 5% FRY ST ololZlth. 1% A4S AZY A Bk
20004 ©]F uh2A] o]0l =t T AL (I 6-4)9} L.
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;j; 1999 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
qFAt 5 50 100 400 500 800 1,000
%9 5089
AAE A - 1,715 2,482 3,870 13,170 8,275
(9 9%
5087 A7t
ik 0.5 19 26 42 120 100
(9 $19h
F BAAE - B4 | BEEA | B B4t B4t

Abm: B (2010). HAPERERSERTHRS, p.403.
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7199] A} AlFo] AFY7I14F ATl vls $-9E A Aol
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Ae, 7194 &Y 7, 708 ARV E, 8- A7 D AIA
9] H]&o] 60.31%=2 IA F7IoIATE 2.2, =7 47|49 AA|

i wet thRo] =5 $471d FEAE0] AFFTIEERE FARE R
o} 11 23} 20004 oA 5 ARQA 7 WY ARGA 5 o
Agd Aol 20019HH FH =0l 2004 0= WG AZJA7F A

Az AJANA 75.9%F AFA5HATE.

H4E = A2lAS=e E3
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19 %
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At A= & 5 Ao HY vt go] A7IRE W

7ol mer e F Y UG BYY FAy e} 7o) Yk EC
27 08 YA -ollgRs|H o AAsh Hup)] £4), Bt 1 o)

S HFolA = EAeke 280 B3 7P 1A T2
A Hop 7121 AlofolM = AlST2] Ade 2
7t o, olE AsiM= HGNG ol o] 52 ASTE H] A
I SAEEE Hot 9] qt9sior @ 287} i T o]
=AE0l A4 =S AS JAEA =dte HollA ol
A Q] Aol el 2 oA N oldw o]%e
B3 S0 24E HEEAM S AARAISE] 40 ASe &
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A

1. 74 OFY 3= Af=le| BSst &0 digh =4

M o) H B3 Agle] ASS BAfo] EAWEA, 12T EAHCH
ol g EAFEA|] heAE ol 5] =go] Folx eH=th. P

o] Z3 57} Arj A9l 2L Terel B ASTEE 27

Aoz AL, F=olA vebd ASet A4 248 Aol A4 ¥
FE QIS ATl Bty Hie A4T QIokEER, 2002,
pp.12-20). 13U ARR]F9] =9 | o]Fo|e 7] Aol &3
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golFHL Hre oo, 27 He st 51, A4 A
FAS0l SAR. - A2 378 T, AR, 99 Aele

o
AE ZAoIH, lesAhs IR Rl AFAE ARt MuAZ] LRAL 1

NS ol T A7} Bl d BE3the 42 = AN =0
ojaf) A|71=qict. ugl 7] Slo]E(Martin King Whyte)= 7HE Al&o0]
UFY EHEZ 9 A2 AHoluY EHE FRote= 1Y = v A
AL EAE FFE ARRIFY =710 Hls) Aoty R (Whyte,
1975, pp.684-711). & A|(William Parish) e JA] S=21&2] &5

7 2B 53 ASE 2ARE 59 19709d S=9] AYAS7E 0.20
08 F79 &% £SOl vE AEFY F7HEY S & oy}, |
Al S AR AIS o] AHA 2ol 9ol FAFs A U=th= 2 UF
Ath(Parish, 1984, pp.84-120).
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d/go] TS = A JAE 5D o= (AT JAof dit
Ael dg2 Heks A9E A BEs do] HH, ole H%E
Al vl AdiAl A8 &kl e AC& ofsfE 5 Sl =
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< Wollske 4= 285t 1 ti#A]d Zlo] Rl =A HUe
2 SHFEIALE, sAte] ARS Aot FAEIR)A =, =
A2 22 A 7ARA Y AR, SV F2-RAt B2 2
olFE Te A 7IAIRA Q] A, AR T84} 71| o]F
*e}% T e a3 Akl 82 ARAIS ] o sl et Folie=

1940~1979L%77P<H 741—?5& %}B‘r A" AL AR B2, A
A B9 AZ F A olB3t FAE 5.2%00 B, il A0 kF
A5 R QA7 AR7E UAAG, o] B35t 7 AlSol
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HRlth, &4, utAS A A 4R7-2] AA= & Algol W
o|A ARRE A4St o AN /F R JIAHESR I3t 32
=2, Ale 99 A2 2 SH3AFe] F414 old&27]9b= HA|
7] W&ot

18y 20009 o]F AFF7IFF} ARRVFES] A S SAE T
T FAEE stola AFG AAIY EE] gk FX] 4 - HA - olf| Z2 74
=715 ¥3AFL, © EHoRE AF AT TAGE HE 2
2 olop7])o]l gt IilE SHAIA 415 FASAHY7195 Zgho]
H #AS wopgtth(Dickson, 2003, 2008; Lu, 2002; Li, 2010). o}
2] ALY Fzoll A o] M= e EAIEe] FAdol et ¥4l Eot K 35
< ok d Fo] Aot (Lee, 2007; Pun, 2005). REE AMF7I9FE
o) A AA e Awrt A S4lolH, NS =5 AES 2
ST FF7199 HL(Fid) esAtet & 5= ). of2]et HojlA &
FAZet GAE & HA ASTFER7EHIE 1 AE FE2 A
SHIARE A ATl A FFEE A

Ae 79 AA A P2 A ST AT w8 E AASE
o] A4S =4 - Aok W 2= AS Alofsh= A&l do] 4
2Agolet & o= vk NI o]F =9 Al 8T ols= 7hs

A sl 713 qaowh ‘MW AR E AR Y A Ago] 2,
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7L ALl EYUS St MRS =at

Ol
HI

AN A =2 V1S Al A r% SlEaL A A

22 chopslshe B olubA BTk AR MBke TEAoR xﬂf
o] AN B2 ASS} 7)Aol that 28 WA L4, A%
o] EQlog A4Ae EAs: AL tri AFaelol WAEH,

S AEO 72 T ol A goly A Fe] Fafi7t ok wijul Ag
o] oAk 7122 Faidnh. A= dE 7|27 A& TEollA Al
7 wgho]] FAksh= Ay BAAAR HolEH, o= A3 AJ4tAte] 7
AA d7r AR ditEY w32 9RRttH(Parish  and
Michelson, 1996). B4, AI&ol|A A AR = BAET 5 g2

£ A =HH, 271 SAIE Yot M2 ol 527t I =EHA X}
419] Q1A AR A - AA A A U &8 4 Q= 7139 fEe
SAlo] A Hoh. o= Q1 AR 9] A th7b= A5t dY A9
BA ti7h= s Qnldtth. A, ARt S840 % YA
37 o159 713l= oAl Al s AFEA AlSEH, & A ols
9] 7Fs/do] A&l HES 7H HEOJANE FoiX|= o] of =} ALY
719U AF ARIAE FEA e A ou|eit)

EZ s APRIZIF S851H, A sk Al=7t S85
< A9 HiR|, A2 AFe] 54, ol TE AR #Hgo] ofmTtA|
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gol Hal o]d o]& Agdh= Aol w2 AH FAFo TR,
2004, pp.11-18).

S =71} Alo] AdetE A=t ASIte AxA 712E FAdst
=4, 047‘4 5] 4 H A& AR Sk 54 AHita o] A 9] = 7t= 9] e
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71go] gt w®1 7Mool HIs) &5 Aso] ASHA YEPdTHNee,
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