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The Integrated Care Scheme for Individuals
with Profound Developmental Disabilities:
Progress and Issues

Kim, Mi-Ok

(Jeonbuk National University)

A great deal of attention has been focused on the integrated care scheme for individuals
with profound developmental disabilities, scheduled for implementation this June. The
slated program has been a source of confusion and practical concern not only because
there has been limited available information about it but also because it is set to proceed
to implementation without pilot trials. These concerns revolve around how the program
will be implemented and run, given the current state of affairs, which lacks even a clear
definition of profound developmental disability. This article clarifies what constitutes
profound developmental disabilities, for which the integrated care program is intended,
as well as provides an overview of the program, including its progress toward
implementation and its guiding principles and distinctive features. | also identify what
needs to be done for the scheme following its implementation in hopes that
improvements will be embodied in its quality so that persons with profound
developmental disabilities and their families can lead happy, normal lives in their

communities.
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