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Some Key Characteristics of Marriage
and Cohabitation

Soo-Jung Byoun

(Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs)

The maijority of partnerships in Korea are legal marriages, but there are also cohabitation
relationships where two people live together unmarried. Given the diversity in partnerships,
"The National Family and Fertility Survey, separately investigated marriage and cohabitation.

Due to the marital status classification that has been traditionally used in related surveys
and studies, the characteristics of partnerships have been mainly limited to legal marital
relationships. As a result, the characteristics of cohabitation relationship are not well
revealed, and there is a limit to a practical and comprehensive understanding of the
partnerships in Korean society.

The current study explores the characteristics of marriage and cohabitation using the
results of "The National Family and Fertility Survey, and also examines the similarities and
differences between marriage and cohabitation in several aspects. Although marriage and
cohabitation are legally different from each other, they have similar features.

In order to clearly understand the diversity of partnerships in Korea, it is necessary to
accurately figure out the phenomenon. It is important to generate related statistics and data
in the future in that at the present it isit is difficult to grasp the situation due to the lack of
information or data on the cohabitation. Moreover, there is a need to bring into the social
protection system those who have been excluded from it only because they are outside the
legal framework.

HASX|ZH (2022. 06.)
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